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= Social Criticism and Nation-building

LAW & SOCIETY

= Contextualising ‘Wages for Housework' for
Indian Society and Digitalising Economy

COMMENTARY

m Biofortification: Associated Costs and
Alternatives?

m New IT Rules, 2021

= (OVID-19 and IPR Waiver S

= Two-child Norm: Curtailing Welfare,
Weaponising Demography
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® Animosity at Bay: An Alternative History of
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State, and Violence in Northeast India
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= Why Should the Marital Rape Exception
be Removed?
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Punitive approaches represent a profound
misunderstanding of the relationship between
population and development, ending up harming the
marginalised groups and weaponising demography for
communal agenda. page 23

Marital Rape and Penal Laws

Marital rape cannot be simply homogenised with the

broader category of rape and should be criminalised under

the ambit of Section 376(2), which deals with rape by |
persons in authority or in a fiduciary relationship. page 33

Patent Waivers on Medical Products

The government’s standpoint of not using the
compulsory licensing provision to override intellectual
property rights for COVID-19 vaccines and medicines
casts a shadow on future optimality of utilising the
IPR waiver. page 19

Implications of New IT Rules

The new IT rules seem to skew the delicate balance of
powers between the various stakeholders in digital
universe, in favour of the state. page 16

Spatiality and Class

The conception of the social nature of space vis-a-vis
highlands and plantations in Assam is explored through
an engagement with two literary texts. page 54
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' Providing Relief to

Domestic Workers
The number of domestic workers has
been increasing rapidly in India in
recent decades to around 3o million,
but more recently, cOVID-1g restrictions
led to a sudden reduction in their work
opportunities and also imereased their
economic problems greatly.

Domestic workers in India constitute
a highly vulnerable section of workers.
An overwhelming majority of them are
women and girls. A significant number
of them are single mothers. A majority of
them are migrants. Henee, from various
points of view, domestic workers have
high vulnerability and have higher need
for protection; a need which has increased
in covip-19 times.

The National Platform for Domestic
Workers (Nppw) and various esher organi-
sations for domestic workers have there-
fore raised their demands with a new
urgency in recent times. These efforts
reveal the pressing need for a four-pronged
urgent intervention by the government
to help millions of domestic workers.

First, there is need for overdue pro-
tective comprehensive legislation for the
welfare of domestic workers. The NPDW
has helped to formulate a draft of such
legislation, which is in keeping with
the various important provisions of the
International Labour Organization Con-
vention 189. This convention is known to
have taken care of incorporating sssential
protective provisions which should be
retained, while also taking into sccount
the practical aspects of local realities.
Some senior activists working on this
issue have been highlighting that state
laws are not adequate and 2 national-
level law enacted by the union government

= LETTERS =

is needed as, in many places, most of the
domestic workers are migrant workers who
move or have moved across their home
state for their employment.

Second, apart from an effective na-
tional law, immediate relief is also needed
by domestic workers. This can be in the
form of a lump sum cash payment to take
care of the pressing needs of domestic
workers, often resulting from the fact
that they were without work and wages
for several weeks at a stretch. Free dry
rations of a larger quantity and for a
more extended period of time can also
be very useful.

Third, registeration of all domestic
workers should be initiated in various
parts of the country. This process should
be made simple, keeping in view their
constraints.

Last but not the least, overall work
prospects should be improved in urban
areas in various ways. One possible step,
which has been often discussed in recent
times, is to introduce an urban employ-
ment guarantee scheme, or an extension
of the rural employment guarantee scheme
to urban areas in wayé that will work in
cities and towns. Practical formulations
of such a scheme have been introduced
and circulated in recent times. In the par-
ticular context of domestic workers, what
is important is that such schemes may
provide their household members addi-
tional work opportunities which will be
useful particularly in lean times or during
periods of loss of regular jobs.

All aspects of this four-point approach
should be considered and adopted to
provide relief and security to domestic
workers and to help them to tide over
exceptionally difficult times.

Bharat Dogra

NEW DELHI
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Higher Education in India:
Significance of Tamil Nadu Private
Universities Act, 2019

P Manisankar* and M Ravichandran**

India is becoming a knowledge society and higher education,
both by public and private sector, hasaleading role cut out in achieving
the same. Relevance of tertiary level education has increasingly
been felt as a strong factor of development by our nation since
Independence. Since then, both the Central and State governments
have established universities and all India Institutions across the
states and union territories of our nation. Private sector too chipped
in sharing the responsibility of promoting higher education.

At this Juncture, it is necessary to take stock of the situation on
the higher education front to discern the contemporary relevance and
steps needed to upgrade the system to becoming globally competitive.
In the absence of level playing field, a nation with enormous diversity
will have to be cautious in taking everyone on board regardless of
rich or poor, rural or urban, boys or girls; an inclusive approach is
the need of the hour. The present paper aims at two things: updating
the status of higher education institutions in India and Tamil Nadu,
and secondly, to outline the relevance of private universities in the
backdrop of enactment of Tamil Nadu Private University Act, 2019.

Macro Scenario

In India, establishment of Central and State universities are
fundamentally based upon an Act of Parliament, coming under the
control of the Department of Higher Education in the Ministry of
Education. The University Grants Commission (UGC) Act, 1956,
empowers the UGC to accord recognition to universities in India. The
Central Universities Act, 2009 made provision for establishing central
universities in India and there are 54 central universities functioning
now, as per the UGC published list of central universities. State
Universities are primarily controlled by the UGC and establishment of
universities across different states and territories of India are governed
by the Acts passed in the legislative assembly of the respective states
and union territories. Deemed to be universities come under section
3 of UGC Act, 1956. Deemed to be universities are similar to private
universities, where Ministry of Education can grant affiliation with
the recommendation from the UGC. Under Section 3 of the UGC
Act, 2003, deemed to be universities status is granted by the Central
Government to those educational institutions of repute, which fulfill
the prescribed standards and comply with various requirements laid
down by the UGC (UGC Regulations, 2003). Private universities
are established as per the Act passed in the state assembly. As per

*Former Vice Chancellor, Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirappalli- 620 (024.
E-mail: profpms@gmail.com
**Registrar, Dhanalakshmi Srinivasan University, Tiruchirappalli- 621 112, Tamil

Nadu.
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